Chronic traumatic aneurysm of the aorta: to resect or not. The role of exploration operation.
A case is reported of a chronic traumatic aneurysm of the aorta believed to be of 24 years duration in an asymptomatic 43 years old male. At operation the aneurysm was found to be fusiform, rigidly calcified and extending for approximately 8 cm beyond the left subclavian artery. In view of its extent and apparent rigidity of its walls resection and grafting did not proceed. The role of exploratory thoracotomy in the management of chronic traumatic aneurysms of the aorta is discussed.